WASHINGTON.

Development of the Opposition 1o
Free Banking.

THE BATTLE OF THE INFLATIOFISTS.

PR

The “Hard Cash” Senators Accepting
What They Can Get.

The possibflity af a new jsswe of inconvertible
paper I regard with ama, t and anxiety, and,
n my judgment, such an issue would be a detri-
ment and a shame, —CHARLES SUMNER.

WaAsHINGTON, March 91, 1874,
The Majority Following Up Its Victo-
rlos=The Third Trinumph of the Inila-
tionista Iin the Defeat of the Fourth

SBectlion=The Currency Iin New Eng-|

land.

In the Scnate the victories of yesterday werd
followed up by an unfagging perseverance on the l
part of the majority, and as soon as solne random |
pieket firing with the outposts, owing to the pre- |
valling differcnce of opinion on the sublect of
amendments and parliamentary ruling, wis over,
in which Senators Sherman, Thurman, Carpenier
and Ferry participated, the engagement oom-
menced all aong the lne. The attack was re-
mewed by Senator Morton on the commitres bill
in big motion to strike out the fourth ssction,
wiien, he said, contemplated contraction. Sena-
tor Sherman, as usoal, resigted the striking out of
the secuon, and pursued s more conciliatory
course in his appeal, asking the majority to pause;
Bbat the time for conclliation or the commending of
the bill had passed, Just a8 a vote was to be taken
the dilatory process was again resorted to, and
Senator Morrill, of Maloe, Introduced an
amendment, providing for the retirement of United
Etates notes equal to ninety lusteud ol seventy per
gent of rhe circulating notes, to be fssued under
the provisions of the fourth section. This wns dis-
cnsged for some time, and when brought to a vote
‘was lost by a vote of 20 nays to 7 yeas. Nothing
sdaunted ot this, he changed the same amendment,
tuking out some of the objectionable clanses, and
offered it nzain for approval. It, too, was killed
by avote of %0 nays to 21 yeas. Senator Logan
then took up the fourth section, criticlsing It, and
made what appeared to be a strong polnt on i, in
Ahat it inereased the gold Interest whish the gov-
ernment would have to pay at the rate of $5,000,000
Jer annum lor slx years. A vote was then
daken on Senator Morton's motion to strlke out
the fourth section, ana the tolrd triumph of his
dorces was obtatned by 1t8 pelng carrled by a vote
©f 27 yeas to 23 noys, as It was 8'ated in this cor-
Fespondence of yesterday would be the case, The
question which then came belore the SBenate was
wpon the amendment of Senator Logan, which wos |
for free banking, pure and simple, to which Scua-
tor Gordon offered, as an amendiaent, the thira
&cction of the committes bill, striking out *New
York" and inserting “Maine.”” The latter was ae-
cepted by senator Logan, and wis mores favorably

egarded, n8 1t furnished restriction to the cireu- |

ation. However, as [ree banking 18 not 'avorably
regarded in the Senate, unless restiruined and some
baris of convertibility provided, of rourse It occa- |

goned conglderable opposition, to which Senator [
Fenton gave expression In an amendment, which |
‘was characterized by Senator Morton as calculated |
10 impair the value of fractional bank notes,
The amenduient of Senator Fenton was lost by a ‘
wote of 14 to 37, alter whieh the guestion of free
punklmz being withdrawn in its nakedness, the |
Tearest approach to it in the amendments of Sena-
tor Gordon was then taken into consideration. |
“I'ne fute of this measure |8 doubtful, as there will |
‘be strong objection to free banklog untll a con- |
“vertible basis 18 secured, and that 18 & long way off
Juss yet, every proposition to couvert the legal [
tenders into coin or a gold interest paying bond |
having 1alled to receive respectiul consideration |
thus lar, The end to be accomplished by the In. |
#erting of “Malne” jnstead of “New York' in the |
third section of the Dbill, a8 |
General Gordon's amendment, {8 |
View to  preventing the other States
drom taking a larger proportion of the |
bank circulation thao that which the stare of |
Maine now has, and which is regarded a8 nearly |
fthe smallest, though by the report of the Cemp-
troller of the Uurrency she has now over |
$3,008,284 more than she 8 entitled to.
By this provislon of the hill the other Eastern
Etntes, where there is large accumulated capital,
Wwill be prevented by law irom absorbing these ad- |
ditional banking fucilities. According to the an- |
nual report ol the Comptroller of the Currency for
A%73 Malne has over sixty per cent of circulation
abeve ler apportionment, and, carrying out this
proporilon to the grand total of the States and
serritories, 1t 18 estimated by 8 good banking ex-
yert and fnancier among the Senators that this
gection, if adopted, would give in circulation over
$600,000,000 of national banking currency,

Owing to the occupation of the morning hour in
debate between Senators Mitehell aond Scott, the
motion to discharge the Finanece Committee of the
Benate from further consideration of the financial
question was oot made to-day, a8 was intended,
but will be at the first avallable moment, The
threatening ovposition to the Bsuceoss of I(ree
banking continues firm  and  lmmovable up
10 & late bhour this evening, in the known |
convictions of Senators Merrimon, MeCreery
@and Bogy, with"two additional doubtful votes of
Eenators Dennis and Goldthwatte and the possible
wecession of one more o Senator Allison, muking |
‘aix strong (mpediments to the favorable considerg.
tion of free banking, pure and simple, 1nlact, it may
Ave sald to be vemporarily abandoned, in the accept-
auce, by Its mover, of the amendment, of Sendator
Qordon, conglsiing of the third section of the com. |
mittee’s bill, with only the alteration of the words
“New York to Maine." There are good reasons
for saymg that this  amendimment, a8 also
swo—respectively naming New York and Pennsyl-
vinia—which it 18 contewplated to offer as
Boon 4s the opportunity can be reached, will be
foat, and that then the amendment of Senator
Merrimon, providing for $45,000,000 increase of
mational bank ecurrency, will Le taken up and
adopted a8 the measura which, of all those now
extant for consideration which have in view the
dowest Inorease of the currency clreulation; and
hence the eontractlonists may be glad to take
tils 88 the Dbest they can have. Though
free banking In some quarters Is  strong
go-night, yet the loss of four or five votes to the
majority who Lave couctrolled everything thuas
far 18 not compeusated for by an accession of |
ptrength from any other quarier, with the ex.
ception of Benator Buckingham, who wants strong |
restrictions. The delection of the Benutors named
from the majority argues that (rec banking cannot
be earried withiout bemg restricted, and hense, in
Benator Logan's position of to-day, accepting the
Gordon amendment, It would géem thiat the project
Is virtually abandoned now, unless some change
would oecur which I8 not now talked of,

The possibitity of a new issue @ wmeonvertible
Daper I régard with amazement and anasiety, and, |
n my judgment, such an tasue would be a detri |
ment and a shame —CUARLES SUMNER,

The Banborn Investigntion—Examina=
tion of Secretnry Richardsun—Aston=
Ishing Ignorance of Treasury Oflicials.
The Commiites on Ways and Means resumed

this morning the Sannorn investigation, Mr, Rich-

Aridgon, Becretary of the Troasury, wed firat ex-

nmined, but nothing of Importance was elicited

from Blm except the expression of a most posttiva
opinion that the law under which Mr. Sanborn's
contracts were given should Le absvintely and un-
conditlonslly repealed. He sald he had never
given any special consideration to the law ltsslt or

1o the contracts which hud been given out ander It,

but he pelieved that alllaws of that character were

Impolitie, e had never been consuited by Mg

predecessor, Mr, Boutwell, In refereuce to the law

or to the contracts, but he was aware that Mr.

Boutwell had uwiway# bhad the same aversion

to the Jaw that he himself had. He

bed pever spoken with Sapboro sbout his cou-

Intended by
with &

| 1ssued

1 traets, ana had never heen aporoached by any

other person in Sanborn's behall, He knew abso,
lutely notbing of the detalls of the matter. Any
papers or documenta which he had sigoed, he
had slgned in the ordipary routine of business,
without giving them special attention, Ho had no
recollection of his inlerview with Simmons in
Boston, In which Simmons sald he had been In-
stracted to aid Sanborn, but he did not question
the correciness of Stmmons’ statement fn that
copnection, He was examined ut some lengih by
wembers of the committee, but could give ltrle
further enlightenment on the Sanborn matrer than
I8 cmbraced 1o the foregoing synupsla, 8o lirtle did
he appear to know of the malter that one of the
members of the committee (Mr. Beck) remuarked,
in the subgreg pr dings, that he had not
pressed the Secretary further becange he wias
gshumed of the Ignorance which the Secretary
nianifested,

Mr. Douging, Commiesioner of Internal Reve-
nue, wasd next examined by the committee, He
stiated that he had never been consulted Ly the
Becretary or the Solloitor of the Treasury in re-
gard to the law, or the contracis given under I,
and knew nothing of the latter unless as they
came incldentally 1o s knowledge in the course
of the proceedings. e staied that the delinguent
income taxes and the leguey and snccessive taxes,
and the taxes on railrosd dividends, &ec., which
are embraced in the Sanhorn contracts, were all
belng collected througn the regular ofMees of the
Internal Hevenne Bursan, where these contracts
were made; and when the Instroctions were
by Mr. Banfleld, Bolleitor of the
Treasury, to Mr. Bliss, Unpited States Dis-
trict Attorney at New York, and to the
gupervigors and collectors of internal revenne,
directing the latter not to recelve payment in the
cases embraced within those coutracts, Those In-
structions had not been isgned through him, uor
had they ever been eommunicnted to him unless
a: he learned abont thein casually. He had then,
on the 18t of October, 1873, written a letter to the
Seoretary of the Treasury in régard to these in-
structions, That latter was referred by the Secre-
tary to the Sollcitor of the I'reasury and had never
been answered by the latter. The Bolicitor had
told him subsequently that the letter had got

into some pigeon hole or been mislald, or
been  referred to some  sob-committee, Bo
that he (the Solleitor) bad mnot atiended

to it, and had oot answered it, and that he did
not know how to answer it. Mr. Douglas also
stated that according to his view of the law no
suits ¢onld be brought lor recovery of internal
revenue taxes except by his aurhority. He did not
conelder that the Soilcitor of the Treasury had any
right 1o tnstruct Mr. Bliss to pring sults 88 he bad
done in regard to matters under the Eanborn con-
tract, He (Mr., Douglas) had never given such
authority amd hrd no knowledge of suits having
been commenced untll this investigution had de-
veloped the jaet. He was very positive In the
beliet that there was no dufiiculty in having ail
these dereiict taxes collected In the regular course
of business, and 88 t0 ascertaining the
unpuid legaey and euccession taxes, he
exhibited to the Committee & book in which
assessors were required to Keep records of all
estated of decessed persons that were lable to
taxation. He knew nothing personally of John D,

| Coughlin, who had been Assistant Assessor of the

Connty of New York; but if that oficial had done
his daty falthfolly aud kept such a book correctly,
all the information In regard to nnpatd legacy and
guceession taxes wasin s hands and in the handg

ol the Internal Revenue Bureauw, and theie was no |
| dimeulty about It. He dia not belleve in the policy

of the law under wnich the Sanborn contracts
were given out. It rpave a monopoly to tliree per-
gons, and thus intensified the meanness of the in-
former and spy system. He had never been con-
gulted abunt or asked to recommend the passage of
such a law, although bhe had been under the \mpres-
slon that he had been erlled upon by Mr. SBanborn
and that General Butler had recommended hime
Eull, since haviog seen Mr, Sanborn lately, he did
not appear 1o be the same person whom he had in
e mind, Mr. Douglas was very frapk and ex-
plieit in his statement, and appeared to have made
& very lavorable linpression on the committee,
Frank M. G’ =n, &0& ' Mr. Sanbern’s agents,
who operated among the Western railroad com-
panies, was recalled hy Mr. Foster, who read a
letter from J. M. King, acting collector of the
Indianapolis district, statng that Green had re-
presented himself there as a speclal agent of the
Treusury Department, and had denled all know-
edge of the Sunborn contracis, This Green aguin

| positively denles.

L. T. Mitchell was called to prove that Green

| had at one time stated that his letter from the

Becretary of the Treasury was obiained by the
influence of General Butler, but he could not re-
member auy such statement.
The investigation i8 to be resnmed to-morrow,
The Howanrd Investigation,
To-day was the sixteenth day of the Howard In-
vestigation. H. 0, Harmon and Edgar C. Beman,

| clerks in the Second Auditor's omlice, wers ex-

amined. The former testifled that there bad come
to the Second Auditor’s oflee between 20,000 and
80,000 complaints irom white soldiers of bounties
and arrears not pald, from the year 1868 to
the present tme, and about 3,000 complaints
from colored soldiers. In tllostration of the mis-
takes that were made In the payment of dues a case
was given where the voucuer receipting for the
money was signed by a mark, ana the letter of

| complnint trom the soldler, to whom the money

righuiully belonged, subsequently written,
signed by himsell with his foll name,

Mr, Beman testifled as to the great difficulties
olten experienced 1n identifying the clalmants.
The Duty on Importations of Alpaca

Goods.

The following, concerning the duty on importa-
tions of alpaca goods, has been issued from tohe
Treasury Depurtiment i—

TRRASURY DEPARTMENT,
WasHINGTON, Muarch 27, 1874

Sm—1 am In receipt of your letter of the & loat,,

submiteing the appeal No, 2,742 B of Messra, A, A,

wad

| Muasinnis® sons ageinst your assessiment of duty

under the act of Mareh ¥, 1547, on certain alpacia
goods fmported by them per State of Alnbans

| 1rom Liverpool, January 14, 1574,

The itmporters clalm this merchanaise to be
dutinble vnder the actof July 14, 1870, as a manu-
fueture of halr, which act iImposes duty at 30 per
cent wd valorem on hair clota known s erino-
line cloth, and on all mapuiactures of - hair not
therein otherwisge praovided for,

From an examinition ol the goods given by the
oMeers at New York there segms to be some doubt
#4 to whelher they are composed of worsted, us
reported in the letter of the Appraser at your
port, dated Feoruary 19, or whether tiey are a
manifactare of the hair of the alpaca gout or
othier like animal I they are dutiable under the
uctk ol Mareh 2, 1807, the question ol fnct would not
have any bearing upon the cose, s manafuc-
turers ol worsteds and those of hair ol the aipaca
goat and other ke animais are therein subject to
the same rute of dauty, Upon the genersl subject
conneeted with this anppeal [ have to say that the
depnrtment has not heretofore regarded the act ol

| July 14, 1870, ns afecting the rate ol duty lmposed

by the uet of March 2, 1567, while the feece of the
ufpuca goat and other hke anhinals 18, in
the act of 1867, mentioned as balr. I under-
stand 1t assunilates guite o8 (‘-iuse'liy to
a8 it does to hwr, and In etermiming
what descriptions of faar goods are subject to
duty upder the anetol July 14, 1870, réference must
be lind to the specifle enumeration which precedes
e genersl clause *lor all monulpeiwies,’” L,
Toe special enumeration therein 18 haireloth

wool

Enown as “erinoline’” eloth, which has no assiml- |

Iation  to alpace goods, and the department
therelore hoids that the act of July 14, 1870, does

of Marah & 1847, Your decision is therclore af-
firmied, 1um, very respectiully
WILLIAM A. RICHARDSON, Secretary,

The Outstanding Carrency.
The following is & statement of the United States
currency outstanding at this date: =

Ol aemand DobeR......oviueerivssrenns $76,837 50
Logil tender notes, new |18sue. ... ... 63,940,414 00
Legal tender notes, geries ol 1860, ... 318,010,680 00
Lega, tender one year notes ot '63, ., 0,676 00
Legal tender two year notes of "oy, .. 24,100 00
Legal tender tWo year coupon mnotes

OF TH8. i cvrabrsnosmisnnusrnrsbohn vons 1,100 00
Legal nder  compound interest

TLOEOR . «vvsabvassoarstnsssssiasisanns 446,000 00
Fractional enrréney, first Issue, v 40648 45

Fractionsl currency, second 1ssue. ., 8,161,476 a2
Fractional curreney, ulfml:rlll;umm &485,486 43
Fraouonal carrency, o ue,

Arst BOTIOS. cvesivrraorisniassiaseive 91,070,342 02
Fracuonal currency, fourth issue,

aeeond Imm:n.........:....iﬁ...l;’a... 5,319,820 70
Fractional carrency, four ue,

third surlen.“...,.:..........‘... . 11,202,680 60
Fractional currency, fith lssue...... Uua, 000 00

Total ... ..........................i&sl,m.usz m
The Value of the Thaler,
Tue Attorney General has given au opluion that,

| near the East River,
not distorh the rased of daty lmposed by the oet |

a8 the value of a thaler and forin was not esti.
miuted in the prociamation of the Secretary of the
Treasury, issued on the 18t of January last, under
the aet of Mareh 3, 1873, It cannot now be estl-
mated until the 18t of next January, and shiat thelr
value in the meantime will be a8 Gxed by luw prior
1o sald act.
The New Hampshire United States At-
tormey.

The President sent the following nominations

1o the Benate to-duy ;=

doshiun G, Hule, to be United States Attorney
lor New Hampshire; Asexander N Wilson, ww be
Appraluer of Merchandise a), sayanonah, Ga,

The posgiiility ar a new igsue of inconvertibie
paper I regard with amazement and ancioty, aod,
in my fudgment, such an issue wonld be a detri-
ment and a shame,—CHARLES BUMNER,

CURRENCY DEBATE IN CONGRESS.

e m——

Actlom of the Senate on the Inflaution
il
WasHiNaroN, Mareh 31, 1874,

The morning hour having expired the Seunte
resumed the ¢onslderation of the bill Lo provide
for the redemption and relsgus ol United Stutes
notes and (or (ree banking, the pending motion
being that of Mr. Morton to strike out section 4 of
the bill,

Mr. SHERMAN, (rep.) of Obio, said he deswred to
umend the section, but noder the ruling of the
Chadr his motion was not in order,

While the motion to strike out was pending Mr.
CARPENTER (Mr. Anthony In the chatr) said It was
the duty of the presiding offlcer to interpret the
rales oi the Senate, and in making the ruling yes-
terday he was governed by the rule of (he Senate.
The pruactice ol the Senate for the last tweunty
years may have been different from a gtrict luter-
pratution of the rule, but that was by general con-
Bent.

Mr. SHERMAN offered a resolution that, pending
& substitute for the whole bill or a motion to strike
out a se¢tion of the bill; 1t shall be in order to per-

fect by smendment the section proposed to be
stricken out,

M, CARVENTER, (rep.) of Wis., offered as an
amendment a resolution amending tne twelith
rulé go thut pending o motion to srrike out and
lnsert the part to e stricken out and the part to
be inserted shall each be regurded for the purpose
Ol amendnient as a question, and o motion to
nmend the part to be siricken out ghall bave pre-
cedence, Agreed to.

5 Hl‘jrj. SHERMAN withdrew the regolution eubmitied
¥ him,

Mr. MorriLL, (rep.) of V&, moved to strike ont,

in the Jourth sectlon of the bll, feveuty per

centum as the amount of United Stares notes to be

retired as additional patlonal bank currency 1is

Lssued, and insers ninety per centim,

Rejected—yens 20, nays 37, as follows:—

Yeas—Messra Anthony, Bayard, Chandler, Conkling,
Cooper, Cragit, Fenton, Frelin rhuvsen, Hager, Hamilton
of Marylang, Hamlin, Jones, Morrill of Verimont, Morrili
) Maine, surgent, saulshury, sehurz, Stewart, Stockton
wncd Wadloign—z0,

Navs—Messrs. Alllson, Bogy, Boreman,  Carpenter,
Conover, Davig, Deunis, Farry of Michigan, Goldthwaite,
Gordon, Homilton of Texas, Harvey, Hitcheock, Howe,
Inealls, Julindton, Lewis, Logan, MeCreery, Merrimon,
Mitehell, Morton, Norwood, Oglesby, Patterson, Fease,
Pratt, Knnsom, Robertaon, Scott. Sherman, Spencer,
| Sprague, Thorman, Tipton, West und Windom—37,

THE FOURTH BECTION STRICKEN OUT.

The question then recuried ou the motion of Mr.
Morton to strike ont the fourth gection, aod it
was agreed to—yeas 20, nays 27, as lo.lows:—

Yras—Messrs,  Allison, Bogy, Boreman, Carpenter,
Conover, Dennis, Ferry of Michlean, Goldihwaite, Guor-
don, Harvey, Hitcheook, Ingalis, Johuston, Luwis Lo-
an, Mecreery, Merrimon, Mitchell, Murion, Oglesby,
‘atteraon, Peass, Pratr, Hansow, Robertson, Spencer,
Bprugue, Tipton and West—24,

CAvs—Messra Anthony, Bayurd

Bucklngham, Chand-

| lor, Conkling, Couper, Urasin, Davis, Fenton, Freling-
huysen, ilmfur. Hamilon of Muryland, Hamllion of
Texan, Huuling Howe, Jones Morrill of Maine, Morrlll

ot Yermout, Sargent, saulgbury, Schurs, Sherman,
Btewart, stockion, Thurman, Wadlegh and Winslow—27,

Mr. GonrpoN, (dem,) oi Ga,, offered an amendment
providing for ifree banking and to give to edach
Brate the same amount of elreulation in proportion
to wealth and population as the State of Mulue
now has.

Mr, LOGAN, (rep,) of 11, aceepted this in llen
of his amendment offered geveral days ago,

Mr. FENTON, (rep.) of N, Y., moved an amend.
ment repealing the twenty-third secilon of the act
ol June, 1804, wiich provides that the national bank
currency shall be taken at par, and providing for
certam central points where uational banks shall
redeen tnelr notes in legnl tenders,

Mr. MorroN, (rep.) ol lnd, sald the whole effect
g( the amendiuent would be to depreciate nstionsl

auk notes.

Mr. FRELINGIUYBEN, (rep.) of N. J., sald onder
the inflation now being authorised nauobsl bank
currency would be low enough,

Yeas 14
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THE EPRING TRADE.

Despondency and Gloom
Among Merchants.

THE INFAMY 0F INPLATION ILUUSTRATED.

—_—

Duluess in Dry Goods, Gravity in Gro-
cories, Inmactivity in Iron and
Lethargy in Liguors,

The possit@lity of a new (sue of teonvertible
paper 1 regurd with amazement and anriety, and,
i g Judgient, suoh an ssue wowld be a delit-
rient and a shane, —CHALLES BUMNER.

That perfod of the spring season In each year
extanding from the miadle of March until the
middie of April is usually by far the bosiess of the
year. But thld year it seems that the tremendous
finaneisl bBlunder of Congress has destroyed all
contidence among business men, and the greatest
merchunts in the lund stand aghuast at the rapid
deprecintion 1o woney values caused by tue seew-
jag determination ol our so-called leglsiators at
Wushipgton to increase the national eurrency by a
new and nlethorle 1ssue of potes. The greatest
depression 18 at present permeating business cir-
clea in regard o Uus measure, and leading mer-
chapls in the diferent lines of trade are appalled
at what lllex deciare must follow such reckless
legiglation,

The Dry Goods Trade.

Yesterday reporters of the Heraup visited the
principal dry gouds houses of tlus clty who are
engaged In the wholesale trade. It was [ound
that business was very dall, and leading merchants,
particulurly oue whose name i3 a8 household word
o this city and ull over the country, aeclared the
prospecs was exceedingly bad and that no con-
fldence existed whnatever as to a brisk resumnption
of trade. In foreign lrnportations of dry gouds the
falling off (rom the imports of the corresponding
weeks in the previous year was very signiticant,
The 1oreign dry goods lmportation lor last week
amounted 1o §58%,457, whereas the amount lm-
ported for the cerresponding week of 1873, at the
port of New York, was $3,5601,807, a decrease of

APRIL 1, 1874~TRIPLE SHEET:

prices of groesries nave mien ow eonsiderably. In
conversation yesterday with o membsr of oue of
the Inrgest importing erocery firms. 1o this city &
HERALD reporter wias informed that the trade had,
in point of faet, not a8 yet fully recovered from
the blow it had received lust September 1o com-
mon with every other trade, Business in the
wholesale grocery line was ot that time very ac-
tive snd all the houses had large stocks on
hund, and, in anticipation of a lively trade during
the winter as usual, heavy orders were given to
meel the expected demand, Tne panie did sad
Bavoe with many drms who had expected too wnch,
aud had had the effect of making nearly ali the

dealers cautions as to what ought o be doue with
thieir slocks uiready procured.
AFTER TILE PANIC,

sccording to severnl of toe desiers with whom the
reporter conversed on the subject, things were
geLting wlong very nleely, when vhe rumors as o
ehe foancial intentions of Congress put everyboly
on hig gnard and nade the wholesale houses leei
Fallier uncertain as to whnt the ture wonld be
for thelr business. The result was, g has giready

been Intimated, & fesling ol aucertainty chat has |
Leen and still 18 wlmost 4s pwl as tie panicky feei- |

ing of September, with this  exception, that
wihieread tien everybody Knew what the disaster
wWis that pad come bubiew now pretead to be
able Lo mihou What disasters may vet be o store
for the gencral business ol the country, aud Lwo-
thirds of the wholeésals people lear disaster | Con-
glress does not come to some

FINAL POLICY A2 TO THE FINANCES OF THE COUNTRY,
o that very socon, It I8 not to be tuken lor
granted from all whis, huwever, that the retull
trie 18 very serlously disturbed just now by the
general feeling ol  distrust in the wiolesale trude,
it ledst 80 1ar a8 impending trouble under certaln

| Washungton contingeneles are concerned, but lor

| trade has notning to do.

over $£1,000,000, Bllks, shawls and other |
costly gouda have hed & great  damper
put on them suddenly, and it 18 fully

a8 bad in domestie gouds, To use the words of the
representative of the leading dry goods house of
this city, & gentleman whose judgment has always
proven Lo be correct, and whose experience in tone
management of a glerantic business hus given him
a world-wilde experience, “There nover was a
time in which business men have bad less faith in
the National Legzislature. France and England have
financial aystems from whien we wight learn; but
our represeniatives shut their ears and close their
eyes to what Is going on in other countries, and Lo
seems that there s no Integrity or honesty (o pub-

he men, A cerew  of  speculators have
possession  of  the  small  majority  whlch
| advocates this  dighouest influticn  scheme,
aud the counsel ol honest and  practical

business men 18 not heeded. Undoubtedly the
staudurd ol the natioual eredit will become de-
based, and although these gentlemen at Washing-
ton have béen four monthg tlakerlng at tois prob-
lem o1 nance, yet they are a8 fur as ever (rom 8
righteons decislon, and 1t woull seam that they
may duly-dally twelve months longer lor the pur-
pose of secrelly alding the horded of speculators
and gamblers who have contrived to luvade cer-
taln chunnels of trade, It has very often occurred
that schemes of & llke nature intended Lo affect
the sound busiuess interesis of the country have
been projected and a preteace ol wction had been
offered w the public, wnen in fact the pro-
Jectors did b E‘v aily  mesus intend
tu carry oil the scheme, but merely L0 aftect the
murkets in the interest of the gamblers, AS quick
#2 this object was effected aod large sums of
money had acerued to the speculators, 1t was then
deemed sdvisable, Blinost ut the eleventh hour, 1o
Bluk thelegstiome in oblivion, its original and only

) having been wchieved. Should his pnuwion

Mr, FaNTON'S amendment was rejected
nays 87,

Mr. BUeCcRINGHAM, (rep.), of Conn., offered an
amendment Jiru\fitllnu thatl on the 18t of Jasuary,
1876, United States legal tender notes, i suiws o

1,000 and ita ruu.mfle. shall be redecimed o, the
Treasurer of the United states, either wi' iy coim or
with United States bonds at par, the prancipal of
such bonds to be payable in coln 10 ten vesrs, snd

bonds bearing Interest in coin Af & rate not less
| than six per eent per annmm, whether due or
| mot, shall, on demand, be pmd in e

tender noted and the accrued interest in coin.

The amendment was rejected—yeas 7, nays 59,

Mr. HUCKINGHAM then offered an amendment for
the redemption ol legal tender notes in coln or
bonds the same a8 above, with the exception of
the latter part, in regurd to the redemption of
bonds, whicn he erased,

Rejected—yeas 21, naya 30,

Mr. SARGENT tnen moved to adjourn, and the
motion was adugmd—:unu 17, nayy 26,

The Senate then, st ten minutes to five, ad-
Journed,

The possibility ar a new 1ssue of fnconvertible
paper Iregard with amazement and anxiety, and,
. my epinion, guch ar tssue would be o detri-
ment and a shame,—CHARLES SUMNER,

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

-
Continuntion of the Investigation by the
Congresslonal Committee,

WaAsHINGTON, March 31, 1874,

In the District of Colombia Investigation this
morning eeveral witnessea were called as to the
measurements of improvements made by the
Board of Public Works, samuel Strong testifled
In relation to nis several contracts under the
Board, particularly with relerence to his sewers,
The witness smigned all his contracts before the
work was done, and was not yet sattled with for
| his work.

Colonel Ordway, Sergeant-at-Arms of the House
of Represontatives, testifled that he had

had  podding done at twenty-five cents o
| yurd. Inreply Lo a question by Mr. Christle, coun-

schieme be carried, which 1S LOL 80 probable us
sume people may tlunk, the United Stutes wil
becowe in the moneyed centres of the world a

bear interest at the rate of Ive per cent per an- |
num; and that the principal of any United States |

| 8¢l tor the memorislists, tie witness staved that F, |

Colton's wood fence contracts, had secretly told
him that e was still connedted with the House of
Representutives as oficial reporter. In response
1o un loguiry by Mr, Maliingly, counsel for the
Boara of I'ublic Works, witness stated that he 18
an ottleer of the House ol Hepresentatives, and has
always been engaged In outside operations of cot-
Blderable magnitude, and 18 now one of the direc-
tors of the Uentre Market Company In this city.

Captain A, Grant was gworn for the memorial-
1ats, and srated that he would preier not to testl
unil he hud completea ceriain estimates and cal-
culatlons with reference to the operations of the
Board of Publie Works; that he did not feel able
to do justice to the Board of the District of Colum-
bl withoutl these data,

Senator Allison, chatrmmn, sald he did not think
the committee onght to wilt for Captain Grant to
make enleulationd, and the committes decided to
g0 on with his testimony during the alternoon ses-
Elon,

A recess was then taken,

HARLEM RUFFIANS.

»

The Assnult on & Clitizen of Harlom,

On the 218t of November last Mr, Thomas H.
Bull, of Harlem, was asssuited on 120th street,
by two men, one of
whom used a slungshot and struck him on the
hiend, felling him to the p avement, Mr, Bull was
taken home fusensible,  He knew hardly anything
ol the cecurrence even alter he was restored to
consclousness. It was subsequently discovered,
however. that & Mr. Walter Gibson, connected
with i Hariem weekly paper, baa received o letoer,
slgned S P, Grant, 10 meet & man At
No, 3 Sylvan place, 130th street, at about the
tiwe that Mr, Buil was assauited, Mr, Gibson had,
It 15 atated, published some articles In his paper
which were obnoxlous, and this means wis taken
of punishing him. As It turned out, however, the
assiulants got hotd of the wrong man, Ever since
the assauil the detoctives haye been at work, and
eaterday they arresied two men named James
{mlnm: and James Kelly on susploion of being
the guilty parties, They were brought before
Judge Morgau and held in $1,000 bull each to au-
swer,

ESOAPED FROM BING BING,

A despateh was recetved from a clerk at the Sing
Bing State Prison 1ast night by the Captain of the
Twenby-firdt precines police atating that Mary

Anoe Watta had eseaped from that stronghold.
Ko was deseribed (n the message a8 being thirgy-
five years of age, slout, red jwee and nose and

Uk gumplexion,

Smith, heretofore relerred to in connection with |

by word aod & shaine, *As 1t 18, the suspense in
aWuitlog the action of Congress is 1ully as damag-
g as the sctual pas of the bul, for every
chanuel of business s cinoked by the lear that
merchants have of the result to cuwne Irom such
mwaniscnl or dish t le m. In domestic
manulaciures all the lead munulpgtyrers ap
Rolding back, sud the demand has fallen off to suc
wil extent tnias the losses to trade will lonevitaoly
be immoesse. At the very busiest season of the
yeur there ls nothing dolog aud the prospecis are
&5 black as miduight."

AL every place visited on Broadway the same
stury was told. The adyance In gold has been lol-
lowed by a correspounding ducline in domestics,
and the mills througiaout the county, sinee the
discusslon has become 4CUYe on tie propused
pussage of an (nfation  measure, have in
nedarly every instuuce slackened heir labors,
GUinghams, prints, sheetings awd woollen goods
declined in valug, and the public do not seem dia-
posed to buy. UCouniry merchanis visiting the
city are just now like the angels—iew aud [ar pe-
tween—and the great wholesule trins have becowwe
suddenly timld in lmportations, as they deciare
Lhat they must drat of all dispuse ol the large
Blocks Uit they nave on aiud. Should Congress
pursue 118 reckless  and wondrous  conduce
much longer and finally drop into the phiall

all that it 18 being materially afecied by the gen-
eral situation., Le retulers depend upon the
wholesale trade, of course, for thew goous, and if
they pre compelied to pay & higher price this week
1or & certdain e of articles thun they Lau o pay
last week they very naturally put the *rise’ on
the goods when their customers pay them a busi-
ness visit,  Still L may be true in some instances
that the retadlers do not always, as some of thelr
customers contend they do not, pay any heed to
A PALL IN PRICES
in the wholesale trade, That, however, Is a matter
to b Bovtled of all times between tne buyers and
the sellers, and with woich the general wiolesule
To give un ldea ol the

difereuce between the prices (or certain articles,
commonly regarded ws necessitics, the [olowing
table |s appended:—

1870 1874,

2. n '.”“Si .]l Ifi

4ie, 4Te. n e,

RAOK. siisrisinsraessassasnaes o Bl a te, bige. a Be.
Hams. .. L, e,
B LOMGUE, (. i binnnsiiasine an $1 40 13

'Ihe prices given above for coffee and teas are for
the best Kind, Injormation irom che rade goes Lo
slow that the conrtupuion in colee 18 very dull
lor the finest Xind, necessary a8 it has becoms to
the breakinst twie and almost every mmly, Cod-
A= and meckerel bave [Mlen off rom wst year's
prices §i to $4 o bundred for the fine goods, not-
withstanding tne catch 18 much less than that of
tue previous year. The demauda jor them, parties
In the trade say, 14 very litulied; and they claim

that It 18 80 for Lthese articles and lor colfee and |

othier avicles calied neces<ities of the household
beepuge of the uvetermmnpation apparent
houselivldera gince the pante Lo “haul w sail,” w
alopt

A RIGID RULE OF ECONOMY.

“You see,” said a wholesale desler to the re-
{IUI'T-L'!.'. “1c &ll comes about because the ludy of Lne
I0use can’t get money a8 easily as she oged to,
and by giving her peraonal ateention o ber kitehen

she ig enabled to make 4 pouml of cofive lnst as |

1ong as two poundd were made Lo last when Brid-
get and al her cousing, who pay her regolar visis
every week, had the exciusive control below
stalrs.’ Tis bewng 80, 1t 18 easy o soe that ar-
tcles that are rated among the luxuries are nol
in vory nctive demand, bardines, lor nstance,
are now gl less per dozen tn boxes than they were
last year.
Limuted demand,

| less per hopadared weight; molasses 13 1o 10 20 cents
| per gallon less tor the dner grades, tie comtuon

TRUEs DeInE wbouy the sume as lust yeur. 1n every
nstunce the wholesale grocers called upon luid
tie whole biame ol the diluess ol the trade and
the fail in prices to the uncertain stand o Con-
gress ad to the noances.  “We are all,” sald one
of them, “in & qoandary. There 18 a total want of
confidenice among the trade, and no one Knows
exactly what 15 best to be done, If Congress had
not touched the tinancial guestion at ail it would
have been becter, and 10 1t nad not 1 think that
trade of all Kinds would have settled down
to Ils proper level, and we would be much
ARER SPEULE PAYMENTS
than we are now. The only posaible way for us to
do anything ke an acuve vosiness uonder the
prescut uucertain gtand of nifuirs I8 Tor those of
us who bave been foriunate enough to have i good
stock of everything on hand to put down the
prices as we have done, otherwise we could not
Sull cerinin goods at all.  As to the inflation policy,
there is nol a business man lo our trade or o auy
other that I8 not opposed to indation. Tue ounly
wen who are in favor of it now are
A BET' UF RABCALLY BPRCULATORY,

who care nothing lor the solid business of the
country so long ws they cou gratify ubheir seltish

| ends, ‘Cougress hus Kept the Dusiuess men in the

wihich they have been digging  1or  the |
country and  themselves, it 15 ealealated
that many manuiscturing firms will suspend

lapor, and tne inevitable result will be o repetition
0 the panle of last *eptrmber, In the largest dry
goous houses the clerks and porters, who were
WOuLL to be 80 busy at thug tune ol the year, have
Hetle else to do but admire thelr clothing and told
thelr hauds, 1he registers of the downtown ho-
tels on or avout the Ist of April are geuerally
filed with the numes of COUNtTyY trniders who cume
Lo the clky Lo make thelr spring purchases; but
Yesterauy it was found that Lhese customers who
VISIL Lhe eIty evVory year were atgent aud the gens
erul purilysls bad benumbed thew. Chis couutry
trade is oue of the wost prodtuble sources of rey-
enue aecruing to the downtown hotel Keepers,
Toovugh wmany of these people come to buy on
credit, ot three, lour and giX mouths, their hotel
tll.lﬂ :lru paid ut ouace, and chelr loss 8 Lol very
Kceuly,

In »oollens there ts an absolute stagnation, and
altnougih 1t 18 pow the tune lor the stiecp to be
Blorn, there are large quantities of wool oo hand
and strong eflorts are peing made to digvose of
tie SLOGK o0 hivod belore any lurther contracis are
maude, Tue markeu 18 choked, and iu tho regulae

| and conservative line of business toe sales are very |

slght, sud whiat Httle tromtle exists 18 among the
Bpeciiators and gumblers alone.  Laces andg
oLlier perishubie but valoable materins have
Blavkened up, and 1t
quunelties  of goods are  Iying  In bona,
wud 4f 1 known to be one ol the dullest Seasous
ever kuownat the vustom House. Tue despou-
dency o the dry goods trade 8 very general, and
lending mercaants do not hesitate o Bay that tie
Inuic 18 eatirely with vongress, and that its pulicy
1 adesperate and suletdul one to pursue.  They wil
assert Lhat the mfation policy will destroy busi-
Duss a8 thoroughly o8 Mugdeburgh was de-

diroyed by Tily, The ribbon trade 18 very
dull Just now, sl dressmukers  state thut
families  are  cotung  Jdown  exponses  and

hewds of families are beginniog to leel the efects
o1 the hide-und-seek game played at Washington,
One Mot Is patent beyond doubt, and can be
proven Lo any one's satstaction by calling at the
wioiesule iouses on Broaaway, and that I8 thao
the spring trade 18 4 mere tetlon aud that 18 vol-
nme nas decreased with gloomy rapidl'y. In some
oi Lhe leading houses several employés” nave been
discharged, and there will be probably o suil
gredter reduction of employes uniess mepsures
ire apeedily-takon to restore conlblence to busi-
NoEs men when the President's ¢pportutily colies
tu velu this currency tnlquity.

Grocerles,

There are those who never take the pains in
times of panic or Unavclal distress to investigate
the matter who labor under the mistaken beliel
that eatables and drinkavies that are conswdered
necessities ought not to be affected to any great
degree in price by the pullings and haulings of
Wall street speculators or Congresslonal finance
tinkers by wnlch the price of gold 14 placed at o
certan flgure to-day and the up or down course (4
regulated (or certaln stocks toamorrow, In fact, 1t
I8 the common saylng among the good people who
pay dally visits to their grocer, thelr baker ana
their candlestick mager that the worthy trio
always hear when the wholesale prices of flour and
tallow and tin go up, but that they never hear
when they go down., Stiange as It may secm,
however, It 1s a fuct that cannot be demiea that
groceries have, like most other things wbat are
necesanry to the well velng of ordinary worisls,
received

A VERY SEVNRE SIOCK
from the way Congress has dilly-daliied over the
flnances fur the past four months, As compared
with the prices jor the same period 1aat yoar the

I8 noticeable that vast |

cuul!trf too lung in suspense, und wnatever ltie
rolief the extra issue of grueuf}ucks way give now
cowes oo lite. I indation wis to do good Cun-
Eress sl have d i the question two months
ago. Wuut we now four I8 Lhal Congress may
bring !ﬁ otuer bilis ‘reguiating’ the fnuuces, and
it 18 this LT Ltk

WANT OF CONFIDERCE 1N THE NATIONAL LEGISLA-

TURE

that keeps us in suspense and stagnates business
Eeneraliy, Tue galest thing or the country, Quun-
ciully speaking, in the opinlon ol busiuess wen, s
the speedy wgjuurnment ol Cougress. "

The possibility @) a new asue qf inconvertible |

paper 1 regard with amazement and anciety, and,
o my fudgment, such an issue would be a detri-
ment and a shame,—~CHARLES SUMNER,

The Liquor Trade.
The lignor trade, at least 80 [ar ad imported
lquors are concerned, has also Leen materially
adfected by the nonsettled state of the doances and

the somfoolery of Congress in dealing with the flnan- |
| elnl question.

It has become necessary during
the pasy two mouths for many of the wholesale
dealers Lo extend the eredit of their customers in
the retanl tridde, In order that they mught make
buth ends meet,
the dealers compinin of & cousiderable falling oir
in business, nod many of them are losing a great

deul of money by re.son of not having a large
enough stock on hand to satis y all the demands
made upon them, and who were feartul if they hud
Bolue Thoe ago ordered & bheavy sook they
might be losers by it. On the other hand, there
are many who are rather In o fix because ol the
faeh that they have had for o long while 0 neavy
stock on hund, and have been obliged, ln order 1o
sell at all, to lower thelr prices, 1o the matter of
chilinpiagnes onoe large drm, buviog a govd stwok
on Land, in order to
MAKE THE TRADE LIVELY

are now selling their goods at g2, gold, less than
most imporfers are charging on the import price,
As one of the trm remacked, they could ~afford to
do thls, jor the reason that tuere are plenty of
people who have the cash who are always ready
to pay lor o good bargaiun’ ‘The prices asked by
firms ke this jor champagones are as [olows, per
busket:—Piper Heldsick, $4 50; Mumm's, $23;
Mot & Chandon, $22.  The dealers complain that
there is great dulness in the sale of rare wiles
and nne vrandles, and toat where they [ust year

0L oraers by the dozen n week [rom private fam-
thies they scarcely now get one o mouth, They
¢lilm that, in addition to the flnsucial ironbles,
the sirikes here and there turonghout the couniry
have done muen to eurtill the demand for gooil
liquors in large quantities,

Willlng to  spena  much money wt preseut o
luxuries any more than the maddle olosses are for
the higher grade of tabie necessites. Hence there
18 @ great laling off e the demuand for the duer
!mula aud & consequent staguation in the trade
hat 18 cousiog the wholesae men to pray devoutly
for the adjourmment o Congress and a tixed dogn-
clisl state ol tings for thelr future guidance,

Iron.

The iron trade, by reason of the same causes
which bave deadened business in other trades, hus
been almost at & standatil since Congress has
been in session.  The reporter paid o visit 1o sev-
erai of the lurge Iron houses In the ity yesterday,
and the plaint of every on¢ was the same. Tne
panic haa given the trade o stuggering blow, and
Just as It was getting on Irs legs again, hoping
that the worst was over, in came Congreas with
its financial notions, creating & distrust of the
futare wideh effectually 1aid it on 1t back. One of
the heaviest fron firms o OwWn, and which, like
every other large ron fivm, deals extensively in

ratirond iron, states that they have had, since the
panic, but a very smill stock on hand, and

thit, whenever they fell  that {v  would
b the purt of prudence to Increise their
gtock to meet  any  heavy  demand  that

wight be made upon them, the uneertaly 1:9“«:1 of
Coligress stared them (il i e fhee and deterved
them rom domg so, The fact I8, according to the
statements made to the reporier, that the trade
wud pever duller slnee the war than it now (s,
Tuose called upon for imlormation clalm that they
have been placed by

THE PINANCIAL TINKERS AT WASHINGTON
between two fires, 1 they go to work and get (n
W lnrge stock, and the resoit of the Congressionnl
polley would be to stagnate husiness more than at
present and thus cut off o large demand for the
FOoods, they would come out hewvy losers, On the
other haod, It buginess shonld suddenly revive (or
A short tme, by reason of the President's signing
the §400,000,000 BilL (and they all geem to agreo
that, I the result I8 a revival of business, It can
ouly be for a snort tme) and they shoald not nave
4 stock on hand sulaent to meet all demand
they would be losers jusb wie sswe.  The ruile

winong |

All French goods, in faet, ave in very |
Hominy amd cornmesl are $1 |

AB to the wholesale trade 1teelf, |

vapitnlists ure ke |
every one else, they say, economiziong, and are un- |

—————ee.

| companies say, the reporter wax informed by the

tron men, that their miterial 18 wearing out
| owing to the fact that they have not dared,
i the panie, to give any large orders (0r new ma!
rinl, aund that tney uare undecld as
whether they wil give any orders
the fnancisl policy of the government 18
aefinitely. Thiey are, some of them assert,
to enter into any expeasive undertaking, lest they
wlght he padly damuged wond lett conswderably ous
of pocket by some sudden Tuancial ex periment of
Congress, One of the (ron dealers rankly cons
fessed that be believed, iF the §400,000,000 were
Bigned by the Presudent, business o every nepart-
went of indugtry would be stimnlated; but, be
ailded, quiie sirnificantly, “The trade )s opposed to
L ldea ol mdstion, [ tink, to & map, sod i we
had our own way wie woubl rather see the
Outataudiog atreolatin: medinm conslier gon-
tracted, Yet, white this lunution we are about to
Het bestowed upon us will do us good p for
u while, there 1s pot @ man in busness who d0ed
Lot feel in bis beart that it will be followed by

A PANIC FAR WORSKE THAN THAT OF SEITEMDEE,
Which will bring suflering to the rich and the puol‘
alike—bankrupiey to the nation, i met' Of
calrae, owing to the dolness o the iron trnde, the
Prices, a8 compared with trose of last year, have
fallen off very much,  Toe foluwing tablé will ahow
Lie decrense rom the prices of 1378, 48 given by
oue of the leading nrus lo the city :—

t?iF

it

P “:r?' Per You
Ll 1
Common iron, ordinary sizgea W U .;ﬂ o
| Refined trun.. . - ul B 50
2% o 2T, round mud ag i ™ 00 &
8.5 and 3%, round and sqoare 108 09 4 d
‘ ﬁfa’m £, TOUL AN SQUATY s ooy s TR M)
—
| w and 11-16, round and square......... 100 00 ﬂg
| b nnd 916, rouid and squure 1.4 1k} 3
7-16, round and square. ... .. . o 5) 0
I, round and square. 12 O 90 0
016, round snd square M7 0 45 (8
‘ay ronod and square. ., 120 100 (0
| 150 50 147
it .. 118 50 7 0
. g 102 30
4 3 107 &
¥ 13 W e sl
32 00 110 m
T 166
k2 2.... ol 0 155 00
s X No. 19, ! L 16 00 130 10
nd L x No. 14,,..,, 4w 10 00
jtdana 1y x Nos 13 and 14 ves 141 0O W0 00

The above 18 a fair gample of the way the unset-
tled condition of monetary wifairs has knocked the
price of iron down, and what may be expected LI
things go on from bid to worse,

The possitdlity ar a new issue of  inconvertibls
paper I regard with amazement and anciety, and,
in my judgment, sueh an issue would be a delrt
ment and @ shame, —CHARLES SUMNER,

MASSACHUSETTS' SENATORSHIP,

| The Voting Yesterday in the Leglslas
ture—=Dawes’ Men Determined to Hold
Out.

Bostos, March 31, 1874,

After seven duys' votlng and as many days o)
energetic, active canvassing, the vacancy caused
by the deach of the late Senator Sumner I8 mot
filled, In Met, there are no indications of harmony
amoung the opposing factions of the repablicans,
and the only wan who by any possibility can be
| elected must be accepjable to the democrats, It

secms lke fietion to write of the democrats con.

troling the election of a United States Senator lo
| Mugsachusetis, but the assertion 18 nevertleless
an undisputed fuet, The republicans are more ak
loggerheads than ever. The loliowers and sup-
poriers of Mr. Dawes, the assumed Butler canai
date, wiul not yield an ioch or listen to
any overtures looking to o compromise. In the

augtinge of the lamented Sumner to Mr. Stanton,
they are boumd to “suck.” In the Convention
Lo-day the igrgest vote of any during the canvass
was thrown, bat 1t did not indicate any materlal
change or wavering among the legislators. Daweas
Look the lead, a8 usual, and had 85 vores. Next
came Hoar with 78, jollowed by Curtls with 76,
Adams with 16, Banks with half a dozen, Governor
Wasiborn with 2, and the poet Whittler and
Congrezsman Pleiee with 1 each. As 138 votea
Were necessury lor 4 choice there was no election,
and it i pot. NKety there will be one for several
duys to come. The sapporters ol Mr. Hoar, or a
great many of them, may, after a while, make
overtures to the democrats to unite upon such a
| man as General Banks,

The Lawes men are having a soclal jollification
at the ‘rremont House this evening, ‘I'hey are
very enthusiastie, and declare, their inteation of
standing by thelr mun to the bitter end. The gues-
tlon of whetner or not a convention will be held
. on Thursday (Fost Day) 8 becoming s porplexing
" one. The day is a legal holliay in Massachusetis,

while the law regarding the election ol n United

States Senator provides that a vote shall be taken

daily, except Sundays, until an election I8 had, A

legal opinion will be rendered to-morrow, and pro-

babvly to the eect that Fast Day eannot interrupt

the progress of the eicctlon. If tuls is the aeclsion

there will be conswderable growhog auwong tbe
| eountry membgrs,

| WESTCHESTER TOWN ELECTIONS.

s

The annual electlon for local officers in the
various towns throughout Westchester county
took place yesterday. Although & inrge vote wad
polled the oceaston was wmarked by unusual quiet
and order, which even the eager strife of party
rivalry failed to disturb, The contest in each
town, excepting in tbose places where the succead
0f the candidate was & foregoue concluslon, cens
tred around the more important officer ol
| #opervigor, the result belng always accepred
a8 4 falr test of party strength and progress,
Since the demoeratic stronghold of the county
| has been cut oY by the Anpexation set, the manas

| gers of that Parcy, in what remains of the county,

| seem to be doundering 1o w quagmire of uncertainty,
unavle to agree as to the best manner of extri-
cating thernseives from the dilemma. Owing to
this and other demoralizing dissensions it is not
fmprooable that the day’s work will secure o gain
fur the republicuns o the Board ol Supervisors,
AS thers are no fuetlities lor obteining Wwermation
from & majority of the rowns the correct relurng
from all ol them canupot be KEnown uotil to-day.

In White Plains E, Horton, repnblican, was
elected Supervisar by 125 mu)um{; W, IL Cuiter,
Clerk, by 120 mijority, wod W. W, Huesils, Justice,
by <2 majority.

The Youkers charter eleetion, also held yester-
[ day, resuited In tue  conotee of .!nm.‘;el‘l BaLon,
| detwograt, lor Mayor, by 16l mejority,  The aider-

men electon o tiree of the lour wards of the ciy
are a8 follows:—First ward, Abram 8. Radeibte,

| independent; Second waid (not beard (rom);
Tuird ward, John = White, republican; Fourta
wurd, Heury R, Hicks, repunlican. John H, Wil-
linms, regpuviican, was elected SApervisor. Accords
1L to the larest returns the political complexion
ol the Board oi Aldermen will be the same as it
Wasd [t year,

A CABE OF SMALLPOX IN BROOKLYN,

A Woman Ples Abandoned by Every
One=Iler Companions Flee from the
House and Keep the Secret—The Hody
Found Decomposed=Buried in Potter's
Field.

A few days since the neignbors noticed that the
house otcupied by Aunie Seabury and two or three
girls, L Norti Fifth street, near Elghth, appeared
to be deserted. The attention of the pollce was
calied to the faet, and Analiy, with the consent of

| thie owner, the doors were [orcea open, Taere waa

& horrible stench emitt d from the rooms, and the
Windows were thrown open to allow the ofensive
swell to escapes Oue of the bealth ofMcersa was
ealled m, and in_looking into a bedroom on the
second floor he discovered the bady ol & woman,
wihich proved to be that of Miss Seabury,
on the bed, well marked with the smalipox. How
long the unioriubate woman had been dosd it wae
lnpossible to teil definitely, but decomposition
. Bad made considerable proiress, and the emuvia
RrIAING ITOm tue body wus terrible.

It would appear thiat the giels restding with Miss
Seabury, on discovering the nature of ner lliness
hasiily guthered up their clothing and fed irom
the contagion, leaving her alone 1o the house 1o
die from neglect, The health puthorities wrw}:.d

The

the boay up it the bedelothes ana buried i in
ter’s Field, und then disintected the house,
people who reside in the vicinity aver that
the deconsed and the girls who resded with her
belongud 1o an unturtunate clivs,

. As the universal ltcense to make 10018 on the firs
of April 18 unrevoked (t s certaln that before sun-
set many wide awake citizens will be made 1o ask
sily quesiions, A correspondlng quota will have

papers pinned to thelr coats, or eagerly plek up
villueless parcels, mroluilﬁ enwrapped, "!I:Iltl in.
tent to decelve.” Al such victims will, of course,
be laughed at. 11 they be a0t fools the year reund,
as well as on this day, they will join in toe mirth,
Aand 80 gek ns much pisasure out ol All Fool's

a8 those who toil hard to produce the diversion,

The possibility of a wew tssue gf {nconvertidle
paper [ regard with amazement and  anciety, and,
iy Judgmant, such an issue would be o der
mrent and a shame, —CUARLES SUMNER.
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